CONVERGENCE FOR THE PROMOTION OF
RESEARCH IN PHILIPPINE LOCALITIES

T H E S I SI T!

RESEARCH FOR SOCIAL IMPACT
VIRTUAL CAMPUS TOURS

PRESENTED BY:

GREETINGS FROM THE
CITELOCAL COALITION!
In June 2021, Philippine President Rodrigo Roa Duterte issued an
executive order directing all instrumentalities of the Philippine
government to prepare for the full devolution of a wide range of
functions and services to local government units as provided for in the
Local Government Code of 1991 and pursuant to a Supreme Court
ruling in 2018 ordering the re-computation of the base share of LGUs in
the national wealth.
While this is an opportunity for the realization of local autonomy and
the enhancement of popular participation enshrined in the Philippine
constitution, it also presents significant risks and poses threats to the
continuity and quality of public service and the readiness of LGUs to
absorb the devolved functions.
Various studies have documented, for instance, persistent gaps in the
technical capacities of LGU staff that inhibit the formulation, adoption,
and enforcement of responsive local policies. In the face of weak datadriven and evidence-based policy and planning environments, LGU
policymaking has remained concentrated in top decision making bodies
and among a narrow segment of the local political elite.
We at the Balikatan sa Kaunlaran (BSK) National Foundation, Inc.
believe, however, that broadening the spaces for citizen participation is
key to strengthening the local policy climate and enhancing democratic
spaces for popular participation in the face of new pressures and
complex functions LGUs are bound to confront resulting from the full
devolution process.
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We are convinced that gaps in technical knowledge and capacity
among Philippine LGUs may be closed through collaborating with
local knowledge producers - students, academics, learning
institutions, industry research and development (R&D) initiatives that are at the forefront of generating data and information that can
enhance the local policymaking process.
A key problem remains, however: most knowledge producers outside
the formal structures of the Philippine government are not fully
acquainted with the complex and multilayered processes, language,
and dynamics of the local policymaking process. At the same time,
most local policymakers and their staff are not fully equipped with the
skills to immediately grasp and comprehend the significance of
academic, scientific, and even industry research to the policy process.
In fact, in many occasions, both national and local political elites in the
country have expressed suspicions and frustrations over the oft
perceived antagonistic attitude of the academe towards the public
sector.

It is under the foregoing premises that we have launched CITELOCAL: Convergence for the Promotion
of Research in Philippine Localities - a campaign coalition that aims to bridge gaps in the capacities of
local governments through a three-fold plan of action:
deepening public awareness and understanding of the local policy making process, especially
among the country's students, educators, and industry research practitioners;
enabling convergence in the research agenda of academic, scientific, and industry research
communities; and
mainstreaming state-of-the-art knowledge and skills to local policy communities and their
stakeholders
We hope to realize these action-driven goals through three anchor projects that we are launching with
the support of our co-convenors:
THESISIT! Research Fellowship and Mentorship Program: a 12-week intensive fellowship and
mentorship program for college and graduate students working on a thesis or a curricular research
project that can positively impact local communities and local governance and at the same time,
support the localized research across any of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals;
TAWID DUNONG (Bridge Knowledge) Research and Policy Fellowships: A capacity-building
initiative and policy research education campaign that aims to transmit through high-impact and
mainstreaming online activities and engagements state-of-the-art research projects, findings, and
literature under a policy research oriented framework; and
COLLABFORLOCAL: a collaborative online portal that taps the power of the crowd in sharing
snippets of research information and data from secondary research materials and original research
outputs.
We hope to invite your institution to become part of our initiative, particularly in:
co-hosting and co-organizing a THESISIT! Research for Social Impact Online Seminar for your
students (minimum of 100 participants, maximum of 3 hours) to be facilitated by the CITELOCAL
Coalition at no cost to your institution;
sharing to your student body and faculty members the link to the COLLABFORLOCAL Portal:
bit.ly/collabforlocal
Institutional hosts of our THESISIT! Research for Social Impact Online Seminar shall be included among
our event partners and upon consent of the institution include the institution's logo as COPRESENTOR in all promotional materials announcing the event.
You may also find more information about the CITELOCAL Initiative at http://clicdph.com/citelocal
and thru the Center for Local Innovation and Capacity Development (CLICDPH) Facebook Page:
http://facebook.com/clicdph.
Thank you very much and we look forward to collaborating with your institution and
#makeresearchmatter for positive community impact.

Very Truly Yours,
MICHELLE BAUTISTA-TAÑADA
National President
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BACKGROUND
The CITELOCAL Coalition's THESISIT! Research Ideation for Social
Impact Virtual Campus Tours is an initiative that seeks to
introduce to senior high school and college students as well as
faculty of academic institutions the key features of research including data and analytical frameworks - that local government
policymakers need and would find useful for policy formulation,
development planning, and program evaluation. With an ultimate
goal of encouraging students as well as faculty members to
align their research topics or agenda with gaps in local
government technical and knowledge capacities, the virtual
seminar specifically aims to:
describe what really transpires in local as well
as national government decision-making
processes
highlight the usefulness of each part or
component of the academic or scientific
research process and output to the particular
needs and interests of policy actors
discuss the most common knowledge
and data gaps in local policymaking
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BRIDGE THE GAP
between research & policy

CONVERGENCE FOR THE PROMOTION OF
RESEARCH IN PHILIPPINE LOCALITIES

OBJECTIVES

01
02
03

Build communities of dialogue
through platforms of knowledge exchange, sharing,
and communication
Popularize understanding of the policy process
through capacity enhancing activities across
multiple mediums
Diffuse knowledge and information
through collaborative platforms and high impact
knowledge products

OUR PLATFORMS
THESIS
I T!

RESEARCH
FELLOWSHIP &
MENTORSHIP
PROGRAM

To align student and academic research with
the needs of and gaps in local policy research
we are mentoring undergraduate and graduate students working on a
thesis or a research project that can contribute to local development

To promote dialogue between academic
researchers and local policymakers
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

we are conducting knowledge and research diffusion forums and
publishing information education materials

To tap the power of the digital crowd while
mainstreaming researching for impact
we are gathering research inputs, tagging them according to their
possible use, and publishing the contributions in an online dashboard

THE CONVENORS

Co-implemented

with

the

Trade

Union

Congress of the Philippines (TUCP) a United
States Agency for International Development
(USAID)-funded program building and enabling
a coalition for the Informal Sector in the
Philippines.
Conducted crafts and arts workshops, and
provided vulcanizing and welding machines and
air compressors to all the 11 pedicab drivers
associations of San Juan City through a grant
from the Department of Labor and Employment

Continuously conducted livelihood seminars on

Achieved a convergence of services between

doll-making and household cleaning solutions

Balikatan Sa Kaunlaran and national government

with DOLE – NzCR, and acquired institutional

agencies in the National Capital Region with

capability building for BSK National;

DOLE, DTI, TESDA, DOST, PDDCP, PTTC, RT WPB,
PESO –SAN JUAN and CDO – San Juan in line

Organized

bottom-up

budgeting

programs

through the Department of Trade and Industry
One Town, One Product Project and Shared
Service Facilities.
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Signed a Memorandum of Agreement with DTI

with

– NCR on Shared Service Facilities (SSF) for 18

empowerment for a better and dignified quality

the

thrust

of

generating

community

high-speed sewing machines;

of life;
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RESEARCH FOR
SOCIAL IMPACT AND
RESPONSIVE LOCAL
GOVERNANCE

PROGRAM

RESEARCH
FELLOWSHIP &
MENTORSHIP
PROGRAM

9:00
9:05

Registration of Participants
Opening Remarks
Faculty or Student Leader from Host
Institution

9:10

The CITELOCAL Program
Miss Philippines Earth Queens Representative
Miss Earth Foundation

9:20

1ST TOPIC
What do local policymakers need research for?

10:20

GAME/WORKSHOP INTERVAL

10:40

2ND TOPIC
What parts of the research output (e.g. Thesis
or Academic Essay) can be useful to
policymakers?

11:20

GAME/WORKSHOP INTERVAL

11:30

OPEN FORUM AND
DOCUMENTATIONS

12:00

END OF THE VIRTUAL CAMPUS TOUR

A Certificate of Participation will be made available to the students in final photo
documentation at the end of the webinar.
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MAKE YOUR SCHOOL THE NEXT STOP OF OUR

T H E S I SI T!

RESEARCH FOR SOCIAL IMPACT
VIRTUAL CAMPUS TOURS
SIGN-UP HERE: https://bit.ly/bookthesisit
FOR INQUIRIES: infoservices@clicdph.com
LEARN MORE ABOUT CITELOCAL: http://clicdph.com/citelocal

CONVERGENCE FOR THE PROMOTION OF
RESEARCH IN PHILIPPINE LOCALITIES

BRIDGE THE GAP
between research & policy

